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had first place in his mind. And in that neither lie nor
Alexander was idle. The little army was raised to a
state of excellence. The capacity and character of
officers were gauged. King Peter was always preparing.
Serbia's freedom from the Turk had yet to be achieved
and he would strike again.

Until the outbreak of war with Turkey, in 1912,
Alexander's advance in rank was slow* In 1905 he
was a corporal. When he became heir to the throne,
in 1909, he was made second lieutenant. King Peter
was not the sort of monarch who thought his sons
must of necessity be generals, I le conceived of soldier-
ing as a hard trade and had a contempt for dandy
officers who had not yet; smelt gunpowder, Alexander
was a smart young subaltern. The face of the young
man was much more alert than that with which the world
became familiar later on. It: was a face which could be
read by anyone; it contained no mysteries. There were
the eagerness and obedience of a well-trained but
mettlesome horse.

But he was not wanted for cavalry charges* It. was
not enough to be brave and intrepid. King Peter was
not entirely satisfied with his Russian training. In
the millionfold army of Russia the responsibility of the
individual officer was naturally much less than in the
army of a small state. In Serbia every officer of ability
must: be prepared for the eventuality of very large respon-
sibility. Alexander was deliberately prepared for taking
command in the field. At the outbreak of the war with
Turkey he was only a colonel. But he was very soon
commander of the ist Army, lie won his first; fame
at the battle of Kumanova, where his army routed the
Turks, and he made a victorious entrance into the royal
city of Skoplje.

In that battle he showed great valour and fought
in the very front ranks of his own army. 1 le pleased
his father tremendously, for Peter liked a brave soldier.
Alexander showed then, as ever afterwards, that he had